
 
European Br

 7th

 

idge League   

E
h EBL 

SE

                        

EUROP
TOUR

ERI

            Tourna

PEAN 
RNAME

1st – 5t

San

IOU
by T

ament Directo

 
 BRID
ENT D

 
th Februa
nremo, I

 
 
 
 

US 
 
 

Ton Kooijm

ors Course      

DGE LE
DIRECT

ary 210 
taly 

 ER
man 

                        

 

EAGUE
TORS 

RRO

                      S

E 
 COUR

OR 

Sanremo 2010

RSE 

0 



EBL	TD	

 

 

serious
12C1b)
after an
to draw

In all ca
error re

 Wes

  
  
  
  
 
and ha

  
  

  
  
 

2 was

West le

West s

TD: sco
spades

Is not le

No ser
serious
against

W

Course	201

e pres
to the 
Appea

s error whil
). Generall
n irregulari

w some gui

ases you a
esulting in 

st holds: 

 
 
 
 

s to lead a

 
 

 
 

s explained

ed J; 3NT

ays he wo

ore stands
s. In both c

eading a s

rious error
s error. For
t 6NT, or le

W 

0	/	Ton	Koij

sent 12 cas
opponents

als Commi
le at least 
ly speaking
ty, not suff
idelines. 

are asked t
self-inflicte

  
  
  
  

after this au

  
  

  
  

d as natura

T just made

uld have le

 ; even if 2
cases, a sp

pade a se

r. It needs 
r example,
eading 9 fr

jman	/	Serio

Serio
by T

ses in whic
s. In all cas
ttee (AC) d
part of it w
g, TDs and
ficiently pro

to decide w
ed damage

 J
 9
 J
 K

uction: 

S

1
1
2NT

al but acco

e 

ed a spade

2 is natur
pade lead i

rious error

something
leading a 

rom K Q J

ous	Error

ous E
Ton Koijm

ch an offen
ses the To
decided th

was not cau
d ACs are 
otecting th

whether the
e. 

10 9 
7 5 
10 9 6 
10 3 

 N
 1

 2
T  3

ording to N

e for 3NT-1

ral, North h
s better th

r? 

g idiotic to 
small card
9 as fourth

Error
man 

nse occurs
ournament 
at the dam

used by the
reluctant to
e innocent

e innocent

N 
1 

2  
3NT 

/S agreem

1 

has at least
an a diamo

consider th
d instead o
h best (exa

 that might
Director (T

mage was t
e infraction
o compens
t side. It se

side has m

ments it is 4

t as many 
ond lead. 

he opening
f A and K 

ample from

t create da
TD) and/or
the result o
n (see law 
sate a bad 
eems nece

made a se

4th suit forc

diamonds 

g lead as a
in another 

m Kaplan). 

Page	1	

amage 
r the 
of a 

score 
essary 

rious 

cing. 

as 

a 
suit 



EBL	TD	

 

 E/al

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
 
  
  

  

  

  
 
A  wa

TD: Sc
is more

No ser
the wro

It is wit
that the
have a 
in any s

 

Course	201

l 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

as led; Sou

core stands
e attractive

rious error
ong choice

thin the ran
ere is a con
control? T

suit if they 

0	/	Ton	Koij

  
  
  
  
 AJ43
 Q109
 A105
 Q6  
  
  
  
  

 W
  

 2

 4

 5

uth called c

s. It should
e. 

r. The issu
 is irrationa

nge of bein
ntrol. Why 

The oppone
play a sla

 

jman	/	Serio

 8
 K
 8
 A

3 
9 
53 

 62
 87
 97
 10

W 

2 

4* 

5 

complainin

 be obviou

ue is not wh
al. 

ng normal t
could not 

ents are ex
m, isn’t this

ous	Error

7 
J 4 2 
2 
K 7 4 3 

 
 
 
 

2 
7653 
7 
0982 

E 
1 

4 2

4NT *

6 

g about Ea

us that Eas

hether a ch

to try and d
a heart lea
xpected to
s so? 

 KQ1095
 A 
 KQJ64 
 J5 

2♦: suit, game

*long hesitati

ast’s 4NT b

st has a he

hoice is mo

deceive the
ad defeat t
 have at le

e forcing 

on; denying 

bid. 

art control

ore attracti

e opponen
he contrac

east a seco

 control 

; so leadin

ive, but wh

nts suggest
ct even if E
ond-round 

Page	2	

ng a  

hether 

ting 
EW 
control 



EBL	TD	

 

 W/N

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
 
  
  
  
  
  
 
East he

Lead: ♣

TD: No

North c
(would 
action. 

 

Course	201

NS 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

esitated; th

♣A and ♣K

orth should

could have
South bid 
No seriou

0	/	Ton	Koij

  
  
  
  
♠ K  
♥ Q J 1
♦ A Q 7
♣ 2  
  
  
  
  

W  
1♦  
3♥  
Pass  
6♥  

he 6♥-bid is

K; contract 

 have play

 realized th
2♠ only if 

us error. 

 

jman	/	Serio

♠ A 
♥ - 
♦ K 
♣ A

0 8 5 
7 5 3 2 

♠ 8 6
♥ 7 3
♦ J 9
♣ 9

N
1♠
4♠
5♠
x

s not obvio

made. 

yed ♠A at tr

hat it is mu
he had ♠K

ous	Error

Q J 10 7 

10 6 4 
K Q J 

 ♠
 ♥
 ♦
 ♣

6 4 3 2 
3 
9 8 
6 4 

 E
 x
 5
 P
 A

ous. 

rick 2, sub

uch more li
K 6th?); but

♠ 9 5 
♥ A K 9 6 4
♦ - 
♣10 8 7 5 3

E 
x 
5♥ 
Pass 
All Pass 

sequent da

ikely that W
t continuing

4 2 

3 

S 
2♠ 
Pass 
Pass 

amage. 

West has a
g on clubs 

a spade lef
is not a st

Page	3	

ft 
tupid 



EBL	TD	

 

 N/N

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
 
2♠ was

South s
returne
among 
from du

South c
being a

TD: ser

No dou
‘imposs

There i
been m
result (
to be co

The dif

 

Course	201

S 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

s explained

started with
ed another 
 others, ♣3
ummy. Nor

claimed tha
a transfer f

rious error 

ubt, this is a
sible’ not to

s subsequ
made on th

playing ♣Q
ompensate

fference be

0	/	Ton	Koij

  
  
  
  
♠ 6  
♥ A 4  
♦ K 10 
♣ K 10 
  
  
  
  

W  
  
2♠  
4♣  
4NT  
6♦  
Pass  

d as transfe

h ♠10 to ♠A
spade. Ea

3, keeping 
rth followed

at he woul
for a minor

a serious 
o play ♣Q 

uent damag
e right info

Q) is 3 off. 
ed. 

etween 3 o

 

jman	/	Serio

♠ Q
♥ Q
♦ - 
♣ Q

8 5 4 
8 7 6 

♠ 10
♥ K
♦ A 
♣ 5

N
Pass
Pass
Pass
Pass
Pass
Pass

er to ♥!!; th

A; and dec
ast collecte
♣ Q 9 4. E
d with ♣9!!

d have led
according

error. Wit
on the ♣10

ge. If we ac
ormation, th
The differe

off and mak

ous	Error

J 8 7 
9 8 5 2 

9 4 3 
 ♠
 ♥
 ♦
 ♣

0 9 5 4 
J 10 7 
7 3 2 

 E
s  1
s  3
s  4
s  5
s  6
s 

he rest of th

clarer conti
ed 4 diamo
East then p
! 

d a heart, if
g to West).

h ♣Q 9 ove
0. 

ccept the c
he normal 
ence in sco

king the co

♠ A K 3 2 
♥ 6 3 
♦ Q J 9 6 
♣ A J 2 

E 
1NT 
3♥ 
4♠ 
5♦ 
6NT 

he bidding 

nued with 
ond tricks o
played ♣J,

f he had th
 

er ♣10 and

claim that a
result wou

ore betwee

ontract is s

S 
Pass 
Pass 
Pass 
Pass 
Pass 

was also a

a diamond
on which N

overtaken

e right info

d the ♣J al

a heart lea
uld be 4 off
en these tw

elf-inflicting

a mess. 

d to ♦A; So
orth discar

n by ♣K, an

ormation (2

ready play

ad would h
f. The expe
wo results 

g. 

Page	4	

outh 
rded, 
nd ♣10 

2♠ 

yed, it is 

ave 
ected 
needs 



EBL	TD	

 

 W/A

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
 
  
  
  
  
  
  
 
• the re
• 2NT r
alert it. 
 
West le
EW col
makes 

TD: not
have ot

This is 
East lis
occur to
serious
tricks fo
conside

No ser

 

Course	201

All 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

esponse of 
requires No

eads ♥3, E
llect two sp
his contra

t continuin
ther than W

an examp
stens to the
o him that 

s error. Apa
or declarer
ered ridicu

rious error

0	/	Ton	Koij

  
  
  
  
♠ J 10 9
♥ Q 6 4
♦ 5 2  
♣ K 10 
  
  
  
  

W  
Pass  
Pass  
Pass  
Pass  
x  

f 1♠ shows 
orth to bid 

East wins w
pade tricks
ct. 

g hearts o
West has ♥

le that can
e auction: w
♥Q is in hi

art from 2 
r. A spade 
lous. 

r. 

 

jman	/	Serio

♠ 6 2
♥ A
♦ A 
♣ A

9 
4 3 

8 4 
♠ A 
♥ 7 5
♦ J 1
♣ 9

N
1♣
2♦
3♣
3NT
All P

a least 5 s
3♣ after w

with ♥K and
s before sw

n time is a
♥Q? 

n be used t
with 2NT b
is partner’s
heart tricks
switch to k

ous	Error

2 
8 
Q 9 4 
Q 8 7 2 

 
 
 
 

7 5 4 3 
5 
10 7 6 
3 

 E
 1
 P
 P

T  P
Pass 

spades 
which South

d switches 
witching to 

a serious e

to introduc
being ‘natu
s hand. Th
s he sees 3
keep decla

♠ K Q
♥ K 
♦ K 8
♣ J 5

E 
1♥ 
Pass 
Pass 
Pass 

h wants to 

to ♠K won
hearts to ♥

rror; what 

e the ‘caug
ural’ and sh
hat cannot
3 diamond

arer to 9 tri

Q 8 
J 10 9 2 
8 3 
5 

S 
1♠ 
2NT 
3♦ 
Pass 

play 3♦, b

n by ♠A. ♦J 
♥A - after w

meaning c

ght in an id
howing ♥Q
be conside

d tricks and
cks should

ut North fa

 loses to ♦
which decla

could the ♥

dea’ princip
Q, it does no
ered to be 
d enough (
d not be 

Page	5	

ails to 

♦K, and 
arer 

♥3 lead 

ple. 
ot 
a 
?) club 



EBL	TD	

 

  S/E

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
 
  
  
  
  
  
  
 
• 1NT s

South s
by Eas

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
 
TD dec

North h
club dis
but to p

Course	201

EW 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

shows 12 -

starts with 
t; ♥J to ♥A

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

cides that n

has promis
scard by E
play ♣K. No

0	/	Ton	Koij

  
  
  
  
♠ A Q 7
♥ Q  
♦ 9 6 3 
♣ J 9 4 
  
  
  
  

W  
  
Pass  
Pass  
3♦  
All Pass

-14 HCP; 2

♣8 to ♣Q 
A; South do

  
  
  
  
♠ A Q 7
♥ -  
♦ -  
♣ J 4 3 
  
  
  
  

not playing

sed 12 HCP
East on We
ot playing 

jman	/	Serio

♠ J 9
♥ K
♦ A 
♣ Q

7 4 

3 2 
♠ 10
♥ A
♦ K 
♣ K

N

1NT
Pass
x

s 

2♦ is not al

and ♣A, ♥3
oes not cas

♠ J 9
♥ 7
♦ Q
♣ 7

7 4 

♠ 10
♥ 8
♦ 4
♣ K

g ♣K in this

P, which p
est’s last sp
it is a serio

ous	Error

9 6 
7 5 
Q J 8 
7 6 

 
 
 
 

0 8 2 
8 2 
10 5 4 
10 8 

 E
 

T  2
s  2

 3

erted. The

3 to ♥Q an
sh ♣K but p

9 6 

6 
 
 
 
 

0 8 2 

10 

s position is

laces ♠K in
pade, if the
ous error.

♠ K 5
♥ J 1
♦ 7 2
♣ A

E 

2♦ 
2♥ 
3♥ 

e TD will no

nd ♥K; ♦A;
plays ♦4, a

♠ K 5
♥ 10
♦ - 
♣ 5

s a serious

n East’s ha
e suit beha
. 

5 3 
10 9 6 4 3 
2 
5 

S 
Pass 
x 
x 
x 

ot allow the

♦8 to ♦10; 
and declare

5 3 
0 9 6 

s error. 

and. The o
ves. South

e 3♥-bid. 

diamond r
er is home

nly danger
h has no o

Page	6	

ruffed 
.  

r is a 
ption 



EBL	TD	

 

The no
differen

 

  S/a

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
 
  
  
  
  
  
  
 
Lead: ♠

EW felt
have su
have. 

The Ap
serious

Here is
this is a

Given h

This is 
serious

 

Course	201

ormal result
nce; but no

all - screen

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

♠10 to ♠6 a

t damaged
urely return

ppeals Com
s error. 

s another c
a real poss

his explana

certainly n
s error, with

0	/	Ton	Koij

t is 3♦x – 3
o compens

s 

  
  
  
  
♠ K 7 5 
♥ 10 6 2
♦ J 5 3 
♣ Q 5  
  
  
  
  

 S
 1
 3
 3
 4
 5

and ♠K; We

d: had Wes
ned a diam

mmittee de

consideratio
sibility, it ca

ation, why 

not a seriou
hout conse

jman	/	Serio

3; the expe
ation for th

♠ J 8
♥ A
♦ Q
♣ A

4 2 
2 

♠ A 
♥ Q
♦ K 
♣ K

S 
1NT 
3♦ 
3NT 
4♦ 
5♦ 

est returne

st had the i
mond, he c

ecided that 

on. If a pla
annot be a

can’t Nort

us error; it 
equences o

ous	Error

ected resul
he differen

8 
K J 9 8 4

10 4 3 
 
 
 
 

Q 6 
7 
10 9 8 7 
J 6 

N 
2♦ 
3♥ 
4♣ 
4NT 
6♥ 

ed a club a

information
claims. NS 

not return

ayer who h
 serious er

h have: ♠J

was the A
or subsequ

t 3♥x – 1: 
ce betwee

♠ 10
♥ 5 3
♦ A 6
♣ 9 8

2♦: g

4♣: N

nd the con

n given by 
cannot pro

ing a diam

as a choic
rror. 

J83 ♥AKJ9

Appeals Co
uent dama

compensa
n 3♥x - 1 a

 9 3 
3 
6 4 2 
8 7 2 

ame-forcing 

N to E: natura

ntract was 

East to No
ove which 

mond in tric

e can justi

84 ♦AQ4 ♣

mmittee th
ge to itself

ation for the
and 3♥x m

Stayman 

al; S to W: cu

made. 

orth, he wo
agreemen

ck 2 was a 

fy his actio

♣4? 

hat made a
f. 

Page	7	

e 
ade. 

ue bid 

ould 
t they 

on and 

a 



EBL	TD	

 

  W/n

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
 
  
  
  
 

5♦x goe

West e
what he
not hav

Is Sout

The TD

Well, 5
betwee
for -300
Though
descrip

 

Course	201

none - Tea

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

es for -500

explained 3
e would ca
ve bid 5♦. E

th’s 5♦ bid 

D decided t

♦ looks like
en -420/-45
0. And if E
h no bow fo
ption ‘wild’ 

0	/	Ton	Koij

ams 

  
  
  
  
♠ K 5 2 
♥ K Q 1
♦ 7 6  
♣ A 10 
  
  
  
  

W  
1♥  
x  

0.  

3♦ as stron
all ‘strong’. 
East said t

a serious e

that the an

e gambling
50 or –500
ast is stron
or 5♦, it is 
for 5♦ wou

 

jman	/	Serio

♠ A 
♥ J 9
♦ A 
♣ 9

10 6 4 

6 
♠ 10
♥ A
♦ J 9
♣ J 

N
2♦
All P

g with hea
If he knew
hat 3♦ sho

error (wild,

nswer is ‘ye

g, but some
. If North h
ng it might 
not a serio

uld be close

ous	Error

7 
9 
K Q 10 5 2
4 3 

 
 
 
 

0 9 8 
8 
9 8 3 
8 7 2 

 E
 3

Pass 

art support.
w that East
ows trump 

, gambling

es’. 

e calls are
has ♠Ax ♥x
be a good
ous error.
e and coul

2 

♠ Q
♥ 7 5
♦ 4
♣ K

E 
3♦ 

. South told
t could hav
support an

, whatever

. There is 
xx ♦AKxxxx
d strategy t
. Had NS b
d be applie

J 6 4 3 
5 3 2 

Q 5 

S 
5♦ 

d the TD E
ve such a h
nd is an inv

r)? 

no much d
x ♣Q9x it is
to cut off th
been vulne
ed. 

East’s hand
hand, he w
vitation to g

difference 
s possible 
he bidding 
erable the 

Page	8	

d is not 
would 
game. 

to play 
space. 



EBL	TD	

 

 

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
 
  
  
  
  
  
 

West le
♠Q and

After th
natural 
stop). 

Is East

The TD

This is 
seems 
have ♠A
return a

This is 

 

Course	201

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

eads ♣8 (w
d ♠A. West

he end of p
 (he did no

t’s not retur

D and the A

another ex
to have ♥Q
Ax ♥QJx ♦
a club. Ret

in no way 

0	/	Ton	Koij

  
  
  
  
♠ A 4  
♥ Q J 9
♦ K J 4 
♣ 8 5 4
  
  
  
  

 N
 1
 3
 3
 A

with honors
t continues

play EW as
ot alert), bu

rning a hea

Appeals Co

xample of 
QJx? But e
♦xxxxx ♣KJ
turning a h

a serious

 

jman	/	Serio

♠ K 
♥ K
♦ A 
♣ A

9 4 
3 

♠ Q
♥ 10
♦ 8 6
♣ K

N 
1♠ 
3♦ 
3♠ 
All Pass 

s, fourth be
s with ♥Q, t

sked about
ut South ha

art at trick 

ommittee d

conflicting 
even with ♥
J8? In that 
heart gives 

 error. 

ous	Error

J 10 5 3 
3 
Q 10 5 
2 

 
 
 
 

0 8 2 
6 2 
Q J 7 3 

S 
1NT 
3♥ 
3NT 

est), won in
to ♥K and 

t the mean
ad meant i

4 a seriou

decided ‘ye

informatio
♥QJ9 the c
case the o
declarer h

♠ 8 7
♥ A 
♦ 9 7
♣ 10

n dummy. A
♥A, and E

ing of 3♥. 
t as conve

s error? 

es’, it was a

on. South s
contract is 
only way to
his contrac

7 6 2 
7 6 5 
7 
0 9 6 

A Small sp
ast returns

North assu
ntional (as

a serious e

showed he
not doome

o beat 3NT
t if he hold

pade follow
s a club: 3N

umed it to 
sking partn

error. 

earts and W
ed. Can’t W
T might be 
ds ♥1098x 

Page	9	

ws to 
NT+1. 

be 
ner to 

West 
West 
to 
 



EBL	TD	

 

  N

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
 
  
  
  
  
  
 

1NT sh
pass de
forcing 

After th
East be
meanin
receive

Is not b

The TD
anyway
third an
nothing

In this s
should 
♠x ♥AJ

Accord

 

Course	201

N/all - scre

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

howed11–1
enied 3 ca
by South. 

he end of p
e given the
ng of 3♣ wa
ed wrong in

bidding 4♥ 

D and later 
y (the Appe
nd fourth tu
g to do with

situation th
one believ
xxxx ♦AQx

ingly, East

0	/	Ton	Koij

ens 

  
  
  
  
♠ A 10  
♥ A 8 7
♦ A 10 
♣ -  
  
  
  
  

W  
  
x  
3♦  
Pass  

14 HCP; x 
rd spade s

play, EW ca
e explanati
as not clea
nformation

by East a 

the Appea
eals Comm
urn to call)
h the wrong

here will be
ve North an
xx ♣xx, 4♥ 

t’s failure t

 

jman	/	Serio

♠ J 6
♥ Q
♦ K 
♣ Q

 5 2 
8 4 3 2

♠ 9 8
♥ J 6
♦ 5
♣ A

N
1NT
Pass
x
4♣

after 2♥ pr
support. 3♣

alled the T
on that 3♣

ar in the NS
. 

serious er

als Commi
mittee told 
; not biddin
g informati

e many pla
nd not give
cannot be

o bid 4♥ w

ous	Error

6 
3 
Q J 9 
10 7 5 4 

 
 
 
 

8 7 6 3 
6 

K J 8 2 

 E
T  P
s  P

 3
 A

romised op
♣ was expl

TD and said
♣ was non-f
S-partners

rror? 

ttee decide
East that h
ng 4♥ was 
ion he had

ayers who w
e West som
e made. 

was not a s

♠ K Q
♥ K 
♦ 7 6
♣983

E 
Pass 
Pass 
3♥ 
All Pass 

pening valu
ained as fo

d they mig
forcing. Th

ship, so he 

ed that Eas
he should 
considere

d received.

will not bid
mewhat les

serious er

Q 4 2 
10 9 4 
6 
3 

S 
2♥ 
3♣ 
Pass 

ues with he
orcing by N

ht have rea
he TD esta

decided th

st should h
have bid 4
d a serious

d 4♥ with E
ss? If West

ror. 

earts; Nort
North and a

ached 4♥ h
ablished tha
hat East ha

have bid 4♥
4♥ in his se
s error as 

East’s hand
t holds: 

Page	10	

th’s first 
as non-

had 
at the 
ad 

♥ 
econd, 
it had 

d. Why 



EBL	TD	

 

  N

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
 
  
  
  
  
 

1♦: Pre

West le
was: ‘to

West e

Assum
serious

The TD

This is 
♥K is u
making
asking 
declare
answer
after th
board o
heart fr

 

Course	201

N/NS 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

ecision; 1N

ed ♥8 and 
op of nothi

explained th

ing that wr
s error? 

D decided t

an interes
seless. Bu

g the contra
about the 

er has no o
r is ‘yes’; th

he lead of ♥
on Vugraph
rom dumm

0	/	Ton	Koij

  
  
  
  
♠ Q 6 4
♥ A Q 1
♦ J 2  
♣ 10 6 
  
  
  
  

W  
  
Pass  
Pass  

T: 10+, ba

South enq
ng’. South

hat he had

rong inform

that not pla

ting questi
ut then not 
act is not to
meaning o

option. Sho
his is a ser
♥8? Or to m
h and imag

my. United s

 

jman	/	Serio

♠ A 
♥ K
♦ K 
♣ K

4 
10 8 4 

4 
♠ 9 2
♥ 9 
♦ A 
♣ A

N
1♦
2♣
3NT

alanced, 2♣

uired abou
ducked an

d led fourth

mation was

aying ♥K a

ion. With a
playing ♥K
o lose the 
of the ♥8 o
ould this ar
rious erro
make it mo
gine the re
screams of

ous	Error

J 7 3 
5 
10 9 6 
7 5 

 
 
 
 

2 
7 6 
8 5 
Q J 8 2 

 E
 P
 P

T  A

♣: Stayman

ut the agre
nd lost the

h best. 

s given, wa

at the first t

all top hear
K is sensel
first 5 trick
pening lea
rgument ha
r. We also

ore realistic
eaction the 
f unbelief I

♠ K 
♥ J 3
♦ Q
♣ 9 3

E 
Pass 
Pass 
All Pass 

n. 

eements fo
first 5 trick

as declarer

rick was a 

rt honors in
less anywa
ks (at least
ad does no
ave been d
o could ask
c: imagine 
moment d

I assume?

10 8 5 
3 2 
7 4 3 
3 

S 
1NT 
2♦ 

r the first le
ks. 

r’s failure to

serious er

n East’s ha
ay, as the o
). One cou
t make sen

dominant fo
k what is th
that you ar

declarer ca

ead. The a

o play ♥K a

rror. 

and, the pla
only chanc
uld even sa
nse, becau
or declarer

he expecte
re watchin

alls for a sm

Page	11	

answer 

a 

ay of 
ce of 
ay that 
use 
r? My 
d result 
g this 

mall 



EBL	TD	

 

  W

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
 
  
  
  
  
 
Result:

Becaus

Is the d

The TD
decisio
EW did

Anothe
double 
double 
promis
‘pass’ i

What a
listenin
conside
the like
contrar
a serio
the diffe
differen

Course	201

W/-- - team

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 4♥x was m

se East he

double by N

D did not th
on for EW b
d not ask th

er case whi
3♠ after th
would dec

ing 2 defen
s a logical 

about North
g to the au
er the doub
ely case tha
ry, East so
ous error. 
erence. Th
nce with 4♥

0	/	Ton	Koij

ms 

  
  
  
  
♠ A 10 
♥ A 6 5
♦ 3 2  
♣ 9 6 3
  
  
  
  

W  
Pass  
3♥  
4♥  

made. 

sitated bef

North a se

hink so (3♠
but conside
hat 3♠ be d

ich raises s
he hesitatio
cide that N
nsive tricks
alternative

h’s double?
uction he d
ble accepta
at 4♥ is dis
unds stron
Normal res

he actual re
♥ made. 

jman	/	Serio

♠ J 6
♥ J 
♦ A 
♣ K

7 3 
 3 

♠ Q
♥ 8 4
♦ 9 6
♣ 10

N
1NT
3♠
x

fore his firs

rious error

-3 for both
ered the do
doubled, bu

some inter
on, or is ‘pa
S are not d
s? Probabl
e. 

? Does So
doesn’t hav
able it bec
sallowed. It
nger than w
sult 3♠-3, e
esult is 4♥x

ous	Error

6 
10 
K Q 8 4 
J 7 4 

 
 
 
 

9 8 5 4 
4 
6 5 
0 6 2 

 E
T  2

 P
 A

st pass; the

r (wild, gam

h sides); th
ouble by N
ut 4♥ to be

resting que
ass’ a logic
damaged b
ly not (give

outh promis
ve to have 
comes a fre
t is gambli

without the
expected r
x made an

♠ K 2
♥ K 
♦ J 1
♣ A

E 
2♥ 
Pass 
All Pass 

e TD disall

mbling)? 

e Appeals 
North a seri
e allowed).

estions. Wo
cal alterna
by the UI-
e him ♠xx ♥

se anything
anything b

ee shot, to 
ng unrelate
hesitation

result 4♥ m
nd there is 

2 
Q 9 7 2 
10 7 
Q 8 

S 
2♠ 
Pass 

lowed the 4

Committe
ious error. 

ould you a
tive (a TD 
4♥ bid) ? I
♥KQxxxx ♦

g but 5+ sp
but 5+ spad
be remove
ed to the ir
. Decide to

made and c
no compen

4♥ bid. 

e upheld t
(In their a

allow West 
who allow
s partner 
♦xx ♣Axx), 

pades? No
des. If we 
ed by the T
rregularity.
o call the d
compensat
nsation for

Page	12	

he 
ppeal, 

to 
ws the 

so yes 

o, and 

TD in 
. On the 
double 
tion for 
r the 



EBL	TD	Course	2010	/	Ton	Koijman	/	Serious	Error	 Page	13	

 

Conclusion 

TDs and Appeals Committees tend to have a strict judgment on actions by the non-
offending side. They do not succeed in imagining the problem the innocent side is 
confronted with. 

The laws allow the non-offending side to make errors – even big ones - without 
affecting the adjusted score to be awarded. 

One possibility is to accept that a serious error has been committed if it is not 
considered to be an option even by a few players of comparable strength. 

An erroneous consideration that a serious error has been committed would create 
damage which is not compensated by an adjusted score (subsequent damage: the 
difference between the expected result after the infraction and the actual result). 

We might adopt another principle, especially for the non-offending side in defence: if 
it is possible to compose a realistic opponent’s or partner’s hand, using the 
information available at that moment, with which actual play could be justified, the 
case should not be considered to constitute a serious error. 

 
 


